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4th June 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

Year 10 – Phased School Return 
 
Thank you for your responses to the survey sent out before May half term.  Now we have all the 
relevant information, I am writing with further details about our phased return to school for year 10. 
I am sure you can appreciate that this has involved a lot of organisation and planning with the core 
purpose of ensuring that our students feel supported without compromising their safety.   

As mentioned in our last letter, Everest will be open for two ‘schools’; a key worker school and a 
phased return for Year 10. These ‘schools’ will operate in isolated parts of the building with staff and 
students not coming into contact with each other.   

You have chosen that your son/ daughter will be attending the Year 10 phased return school. 

Student will be in a pre-set group and will attend school on a specific day, once a week from 10.00 
to 11.30am.  At this stage, it is not possible to change groups or days.  Groups have been carefully 
organised to minimize social contact and to maximise access to key curriculum content.  The 90 minute 
sessions will include a 15 minute wellbeing session followed by KS4 content delivered by subject 
specialists. 
 
The Year 10 school will start the week commencing 15th June.  Students should arrive at school by 
09.50am and wait outside the main entrance, while observing social distancing, where they will be 
met by a senior member of staff. At 11.30am students will leave the site immediately. There will be 
specific allocated toilets for year 10 students which will be different to the key worker school. Students 
will have to wash their hands after using the facilities. All doors, apart from cubicle doors will be kept 
open to reduce contact. 
 
Important safety information about being in school.  Please read with your son/ daughter. 
 
We will all have a role to play in helping to keep our school safe for everyone, some of the key points 
are explained below.  For parents / carers: 

 

Do not send your child to school if they or anyone in your household is showing 
symptoms of the coronavirus.  Guidance on the symptoms is available here.   

Stay at home and follow the self-isolating guidance available here  

Report your absence by telephoning the school. 

Make arrangements to be tested and notify the school about the outcome of the test. 

 

Do not send your child to school if they or anyone in your household tests positive for 
the coronavirus.   

Stay at home and follow the self-isolating guidance available here  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
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Report test results to the school without delay [using the coronavirus option on our 
switchboard] 

 

Avoid using public transport to come to school if possible.  If this cannot be avoided, read 
the guidance on using public transport: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-
19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers  

Hampshire County Council are confirming whether they are able to provide travel to 
those students who take the school bus. We will confirm with those families as soon as 
possible but in the meantime please arrange for other forms or transport. 

Students must follow the strict health and safety and behaviour guidelines whilst at 
school, should a student break these in any way they will be asked to leave the school 
site immediately and will not be able to return for the rest of the summer term.  

  
In school: 

 

We will be encouraging students to clean hands more often than usual by washing them 
thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and drying them thoroughly.  In 
addition, hand sanitiser will be available at key locations in the school.  Students will need 
to wash their hands on arrival at school, and after sneezing or coughing (at a minimum). 

 

Pupils will be encouraged not to touch their mouth, eyes and nose. 

Use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for tissue waste (‘catch it, bin it, 
kill it’). 

 

We will be cleaning frequently touched surfaces more regularly.  The school will be 
thoroughly cleaned at the end of each day. 

 

 We will minimise contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment 
and school life. 

 
Parents and carers should note that there will be no catering provision available, so pupils will have to 
bring in their own refreshments if required. It is important to note that all water fountains in the school 
have been turned off for hygiene reasons so pupils must bring enough to drink throughout their 
sessions.  
 
In terms of personal protective equipment (PPE) the Government and Public Health England do not 
require pupils or staff to wear a face covering or mask, but they can if they wish and will not be 
prevented from doing so. Frequent hand washing and social distancing continue to be the most 
effective measures to control the spread of the virus.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
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Furthermore, school uniform is expected to be worn for the remainder of this term for year 10. White 
school shirt, tie and black trousers should be worn. If students have grown out of their school shoes 
they are allowed to wear dark trainers. It is essential that all clothes are washed as soon as students 
arrive home and fresh, clean clothes are worn each time students enter the building. This is the case 
for all students attending both key worker school and year 10 school.  
 
Pupils with an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 
If your child has an EHCP, the latest Government guidance states that attendance at school is 
expected where it is determined, following a local authority led risk assessment, that their needs can 
be as safely or more safely met in the education environment.   Please contact Mrs Halstead if you 
have any questions. 
 
Clinically vulnerable or clinically extremely vulnerable individuals 

▪ If your child has been classed as clinically vulnerable, you should follow medical advice about 
whether your child can return to school.  Please notify your year group contact if your medical 
advisor recommends that any additional steps are taken for your child to return to school.  
 

▪ If your child lives with someone who is clinically vulnerable, the Government guidance states 
that your child can still return to school. 
 

▪ If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable and has been advised to shield, they are not 
expected to return to school and we will support them to work from home.  Again, please 
notify your child’s Head of Year if your child falls into this category. 
 

▪ If your child lives with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, the Government 
guidance states that they can only return to school if stringent social distancing can be 
adhered to and they are able to understand and follow those instructions.  Please inform your 
child’s Head of Year if your household (or any other households your child lives in) falls into 
this category so that we can discuss whether your child can return to school or if they should 
stay at home. 

As you know, we usually encourage parents and carers to come on-site and interact with the staff. 
Sadly, this can no longer apply. Parents and carers will not be allowed entry to the school buildings for 
the foreseeable future without an appointment, which should only be in an emergency and this will 
be done over the phone.  
 
I hope that this letter provides some reassurance about the steps we are taking as we start to re-
open the school.  If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please send them to myself so 
that we can take your feedback into consideration as we continue to develop our plans. 
 
We look forward to welcoming your son/ daughter back to Everest in the coming weeks. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Hannah Dibden  
Head of School 


