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26th June 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers and Year 7 students, 

I am writing to formally welcome you to Everest Community Academy and we could not be more pleased to 
be welcoming you. It has been a strange few months during the lockdown however schools are gearing up to 
welcome students back to school and excited to start the new school year. During this time of uncertainty it is 
important that those things that we can control we do our utmost to do, for example preparing for 
September. Buying school bags, uniform, stationary and school shoes are all part of this process and this will 
also make you as new year 7 feel part of the Everest Community. As soon as you wear our uniform, you are 
representing the school, a place that is proud of our good standing in the community and across Basingstoke. 

With our recent ‘Good’ judgement at Ofsted we now boast an excellent curriculum full of breadth and balance 
between both practical, creative and EBAC subjects. We have specialist teachers in every subject area with 
state of the art facilities. The school will be larger than your junior schools however, I can assure you that you 
will not get lost and if you are ever unsure of where to go please ask any member of staff or student and they 
will be willing to help you.  

Our expectations at Everest are extremely high and we expect the best from all of our students. Teachers will 
show students respect and treat them as effective learners and we expect this in return. In regards to our 
uniform we have a strict policy which can be found on our website but also part of this transition information 
pack. All uniform can be purchased from Stitch Design and I would urge you to order this as soon as possible 
so you are organised and ready for September. If you would like to wear a skirt to school this must be a skirt 
from Stitch Design and not bought from a high street shop, the other option is to wear trousers.  

Starting secondary school is a time to start afresh and prove yourself to new teachers and your peers. Everest 
will give you the skills and education you need to make a successful career when you leave school and move to 
college and university but students should work with us at all times.  

Everest Learning is at the heart of what we do as a school and the 5 strands will permeate your lessons to 
ensure you leave us in year 11 not only with outstanding GCSE results but career ready and as a well-rounded 
individual.  

In regards to tutor group information, which I know will be important to everyone, these are currently being 
decided in collaboration with colleagues from the primary/ junior schools to ensure we have an appropriate 
balance with students and personalities. For GDPR reasons it is unlikely that we will share the names of every 
child in the tutor group with parents however in September this will be known. A letter containing information 
about the tutor group and House will be sent to parents via email in the next few weeks. If you have not 
returned your pack of signed forms please do so asap. Please post these to school with the name Helen 
Webster as the contact.  

I would like to take this opportunity to inform you all of a change in my circumstances. I am due to have a 
baby in October and due to the current Coronavirus situation, it is unlikely I will be at Everest when you join in 
September however, I will be working from home until October and be hearing the stories of how well you are 
all doing. When I return, I will look forward to meeting you all formally. Mr Grills, current Deputy Headteacher 
will be taking over from me until the summer as your Head of School. Mr Grills and I have worked together for 
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the last 9 years and have the same expectations of students, staff and the same values for education. I have 
full trust that he will do an outstanding job in leading the school forward for the 20-21 academic year.  

Please take the time to look through all transition documents we have on our website and familiarise 
yourselves with the faces of the staff across the departments and spaces in our school. Please click on the 
images and videos on our prospectus and have a virtual tour of our school.  

I look forward to hearing your successes in the first year of your time at Everest. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Mrs H Dibden 
Head of School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


