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SEND Information Report 

This report sets out information about our provision for students with special educational needs and/or 

disabilities (SEND). This information is updated annually. 

 

About our School 

Everest Community Academy in Basingstoke, provides for students with a wide range of special educational 

needs, including those with: 

 Communication and Interaction needs - this includes students who have speech, language and 

communication difficulties, slower processing difficulties and includes students with autism spectrum 

conditions 

 Cognition and Learning needs - this includes students who have learning difficulties and specific learning 

difficulties, for example dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia 

 Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs 

 Sensory and/or Physical needs - this includes students who have visual or hearing needs, or a physical 

disability that affects their learning. 

 

The above four SEND categories are definitions of special educational need found in the August 2014 Code of 

Practice. 

We are a mainstream school with no specialist base or centre. 

  

Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) is Tasha Halstead. She can be contacted via the school. 

 

How do we identify and give extra help to students with SEND? 

The School uses Hampshire County Council’s guidance contained in its SEN support handbook. 

This is written for schools and settings (including Early Years settings and Post-16 colleges) to help them to 

identify: 

 a child or young person’s special educational needs, 

 what level of support they are expected to offer, and  

 how to arrange and monitor the support given. 

 

It also sets out expectations of what they must offer for the funding they receive. It is intended to help all schools 

and settings have the same approach. It is also an assurance to parents that their child or young person will be 

given as much support as another child or young person with a similar need in a school or setting elsewhere. 

 

For details of how we review data on students, link with students, parents/carers and primary/other schools, 

please see our Assessment Policy. 

 

How do we work with parents/carers and students? 

We will always contact parents/carers if we have a concern that their child may have a special educational need. 

We work closely with students with SEND and their parent/carers to agree outcomes, how we will all work 

towards these and then to review progress. We do this by review meetings, Parent Evening meetings, using 

home/school planner, (scheduled) phone call and email contact when appropriate. 

https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/advice.page?id=WXsvBiZG8DU


   

3 | P a g e  

 

There are also opportunities for parents/carers and students to contribute to our policies on SEND and Equality. 

We do this by: 

 Inviting feedback  

 Opportunities for School Council (EPIC) 

 Discussions with teaching staff from the SEND team 

 

Adapting the curriculum 

We offer a broad and balanced curriculum for all students including those with SEND. Details are published on 

the school website. The way we adapt this for students with SEN and disabled students is set out in the school’s 

Accessibility Policy. 

 

We use a range of intervention programmes to accelerate student progress from Year 7 to Year 11. For some 

identified students we offer opportunities on specialist courses for young people from Year 10 onwards in 

association with the Basingstoke Consortium. 

 

What expertise can we offer? 

All staff within the SEND department have had training on a variety of topics that affect children with special 

educational needs, including conditions affecting current students in school. These staff lead on training all 

members of staff to develop inclusion at Everest Community Academy 

. 

The SEND staff team have expertise in a variety of areas. The SENCo has achieved the National Award in SENCo. 

All teaching and support staff have received training in Quality First Teaching to meet the needs of all learners, 

delivered in partnership with the Bourne Education Trust team. This training is ongoing as part of the school 

professional learning plan. 

 

The SENCo and Teaching Assistants provide expertise to mainstream staff, for continuous awareness of and 

development of professional skills in working with particular students.  We acknowledge that part of staff 

training will come from listening to and working closely with parents/carers and listening to students and value 

their input to regular review meetings to keep our information sharing about learners up to date. 

 

We also have access to a range of specialist support services including: 

 Educational Psychology 

 SENSS (Special Educational Needs Support Services), who support students with communication and 

language needs, sensory, and physical needs 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 

 Hampshire Schools Inclusion Team 

 Various NHS therapy services 

 The Local Community Support Services 

 Children’s Social Care 

 Hospital School 

 School Nurse 

 School Counsellors 
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We also work with other services and organisations that are involved with a family, with the family’s permission. 

We always discuss the involvement of specialist SEN services with parents/carers first. 

Information about these services and what they offer can be found on the Hampshire County Council SEN web 

pages by clicking here. 

 

How do we know if SEN provision is effective? 

The progress of all students is tracked throughout the school through teachers’ progress reviews, three times 

each year. Student progress is also monitored by the SEND team, who analyse progress data. In addition, we 

regularly review progress towards agreed outcomes assessing whether the support that has been in place has 

made a difference and what we need to do next. We evaluate this progress against age-related expectations. 

 

When we run special intervention programmes for groups of students we assess how successful they have been 

and use that information to decide on how best to continue with support in the future, this is analysed by the 

SENCo three times a year and reported to governors annually. 

 

How are students with SEND helped to access activities outside of the classroom? 

All students are included in activities and trips (with risk assessments, where needed) and in accordance with 

duties under the Equalities Act 2010. We talk to parents/carers and students when planning trips so that 

everyone is clear about what will happen and offer support when needed. 

 

There is information about activities and events for disabled children and those with SEN in Hampshire in the by 

clicking here. Hampshire’s accessibility strategy can be read here. 

 

What do we do to support the well-being of students with SEND? 

All students have the opportunity to share their views through 

 Conversations with their tutor and from teaching and support staff 

 EPIC representatives 

 We listen to the views of students with SEND and to parents/carers, by: 

o The interaction of Teachers and Teaching Assistants 

o Through child centred and friendly meetings and SEND reviews, where the ‘voice’ of the student 

and parent/carer is expressly sought and noted  

o Conducting regular student voice for learners with SEND 

 

We take bullying very seriously, and monitor incidents on bullying according to Protected Characteristics, 

including disability related discrimination. 

 

Joining the school and moving on 

We encourage all new prospective students and parents/carers to visit the school before starting. For students 

with SEND we: 

 Work closely with primary schools, so that students and parents/carers can visit the school to observe 

a usual school day and to meet relevant staff on a number of occasions 

 Our current students tour the school with parents/carers and prospective students, to allow a student 

perspective of the school 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/specialneeds/sen/contacts
https://www.ableize.com/disabled-groups-and-clubs-by-county/hampshire/
https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/advice.page?id=r7F5t5IPFSA
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 Hold meetings with the SENCo and other SEND and pastoral staff, including the Head of Year 7, allowing 

time for parents/carers to reflect and talk through the specific needs of their child creating a ‘pupil 

passport’ to support the child on arrival at school 

 Encourage parents/carers to visit a variety of schools, to ensure a balanced perspective    

 

We begin to prepare students for transition into the next stage of their education or training in a number of 

ways:  

 With their choices for GCSE and vocational courses - for example, in conversation with students and 

parents/carers; an individual meeting with SLT when Year 8 students think through their options choices, 

that help students at the subsequent Year 8 Options Evening 

 Through conversations with SEND teachers, students and parents/carers when students are in Year 10 

and Year 11 

 With adviser support to ensure all students with SEND have guidance and support in appropriate 

provision post 16 

 Through an annual Careers Conventions (Money Matters and a Basingstoke-wide convention hosted by 

Queen Mary College) 

 Tailored tutor programme for all Year Groups 

 

Who to contact 

If you are concerned about your child, please contact the Learning Support Faculty via the school switchboard. 

They will then be able to pass you on to the correct person, who manages your child's provision. 

 

If you would like to provide feedback to us about SEND provision, please contact the SENCo. 

 

Impartial advice and support on all issues affecting students’ education, including SEND provision, is given by 

Hampshire’s SENDIASS service, who can be contacted by clicking here. 

 

If you would like to know more about opportunities for children and young people with SEN and their families, 

support groups or information about SEN these are listed in the Family Information Directory. 

Hampshire’s Local Offer contains lots of information for parents/carers. 

 

Our School has contributed to the County’s  Local Offer through attendance at training workshops and through 

trialling of new guidance and systems. 

 

The Department for Education has published Special Educational Needs and Disability: A guide for parents and 

carers. It addresses a range of issues. 

 

Tasha Halstead, Special Educational Needs Coordinator. 

 

 

https://www.hampshiresendiass.co.uk/
https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/home.page
https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/localoffer.page
https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/localoffer.page
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/344424/Special_educational_needs_and_disabilites_guide_for_parents_and_carers.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/344424/Special_educational_needs_and_disabilites_guide_for_parents_and_carers.pdf

