
 

 

Get to know our Performing Arts Department 

 
It is the aim of the Performing Arts department at Everest Community 
Academy to provide a stimulating and exciting curriculum from within 
which students of all abilities can achieve their full potential. Performing 
Arts is a potent vehicle for communicating and learning with a combination 
of techniques that will provide students with several skills. Dance teaches 
skills about choreography, performance and appreciation of professional 
works. Students experience a range of dance styles and are encouraged to 
work collaboratively with their peers when creating new movement. The 
aims of the department are:  

▪ To develop students’ confidence when performing and working with others, 
▪ To develop the students’ ability to communicate, 
▪ To enable students to create collaboratively and meaningfully in all Performing Arts subjects, 
▪ To develop the ability to observe and to recognise the importance of listening, moving and 

performing, 
▪ To encourage an interest in the allied arts. GCSE dance and drama are offered as separate 

GCSE subjects. Both subjects are taught in a specialised studio with lighting, mirrors and 
sound. We put on an annual whole-school production and showcase the performing arts 
groups’ work. Students are taken on theatre trips and theatre career trips are available in 
KS4.  

 
Drama incorporates social skills, enabling students to gain confidence and awareness when dealing 
with other people, as well as building abilities to create new work and learn performance skills. It 
teaches students dramatic skills and theatrical techniques as well as the history of theatre around 
the world.  

 
What is your favourite part of your subject's curriculum? 
 
Performing Arts has many enjoyable strands to it. From devising scenes in Drama, debating current 
affairs and opinions, appreciating professional productions, to the adrenaline rush of taking a dance 
class and working with industry professionals on shows and tours. In both dance and drama, 
students can utilise 3 main skills; Creativity, Performance and Appreciation. I am unsure which part is 
my favourite, as each element gives students a sense of freedom and enables them to express 
themselves through the arts. 
 
What extracurricular opportunities does your subject offer? 
Beyond lessons, the Performing Arts Department also offers a wide variety of extracurricular 
activities such as lunchtime dance, drama and musical theatre clubs, Dance Company for GCSE 
students, workshops with external professionals, and trips to see performances and live theatre 
experiences. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Meet Miss Dickie, Acting Head of Performing Arts… 

 
Can you share an insight into your career/expertise and how it has led you to 
your current position? 
From Glasgow, I moved to London to train and study my degree in Contemporary 
Dance at Laban Conservatoire. Whilst training and for years after, I got to travel 
and dance in some of the most beautiful venues and perform alongside some 
fantastic creatives. I am a certified Acrobatic Arts teacher and taught at 
Vocational and Further Education Performing Arts schools. This is what led me 
into teaching.  After performing professionally as a dancer for many years, I 
completed my PGCE with QTS in Secondary Dance Education at the Royal 
Academy of Dance and loving teaching Performing Arts in schools. 

  
What inspires you? 
My family. They drive me to be the best I can be. 
 
Why should prospective parents put Everest as their first choice? 
Everest isn't just a school that educates students on a set curriculum. It teaches students to become 
independent and strong-minded young people. It equips them for life beyond school. Our aim for 
students is for them to be inspired, to be driven and to engage with opportunities that are given to 
them. Everest Community Academy isn't only a school that caters for students' individual needs 
from years 7-11, we are a community that supports both students and families to embody our vision 
and values 'Success is an Attitude'. 

 

 

 

 
 


