
 

 
Meet our Acting Head Teacher: Mr Grills 

  
Mr Grills, our Deputy Head who is currently acting as Everest’s Head of School until Mrs Dibden 
returns. In Mrs Dibden’s absence, Mr Grills has continued to drive the school forward and was an 
integral part of the leadership team who achieved our Good Ofsted judgement in February. 

  
A career in teaching… 

 My teaching career began when training as a PE teacher in 
Cornwall. In 2010, I became newly-qualified and began 
working for Mr Russell, who is now the CEO of Bourne 
Education Trust. For the next three years, I was the Head of 
PE and then in 2015 became an Assistant Head, before 
coming to Everest as Deputy Head in 2018. 

  
What has been your biggest achievement in your teaching 
career, so far?  

 When we achieved a ‘good’ judgement from Ofsted in 
February 2020. The effort, hard work, ups and downs involved 
in turning a school around was all worth it.  

  
What is your favourite aspect of teaching?  
Working with young people is always rewarding. Watching them grow, develop and go on to achieve 
great things. To see students enjoying their learning and making the most of it, is really inspiring.  

  
What is your best advice for students heading into the world from Everest?  

 You can achieve whatever you want, you just have to work hard; it’s that simple. Applying yourself 
and having a positive attitude will allow you to succeed in whatever you want to do.  

 
Who inspires you and why? 

 My family: my parents, my wife and my children. My family is very important to me as it is to 
everyone. Having their support has helped me progress in my career. With my children like all parents 
I want to set the best example I can for them. 

  
What is your vision for the future of Everest Community Academy?  

 To become the best secondary school in Basingstoke and the wider area. To be able to give students 
the best possible chance of success and ensure everyone has the potential to achieve their 
aspirations, is something close to my heart.  

  
Why should prospective students put Everest Community Academy as their first choice? 

 At Everest, we pride ourselves in providing all students with the support and opportunities they need 
to succeed beyond their educational career. Our forward thinking staff ensure that every child is 
challenged and reaches their full potential and alongside the warm, welcoming atmosphere, Everest 
is a great place to work and learn!  
 


