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WELCOME TO EVEREST
Dear Parents and Carers 

I am immensely proud to be the Head of School at Everest Community 
Academy and it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our school. 
At Everest we recognise the importance of academic success whilst 
embracing our wider role in preparing students for their adult life beyond 
the formal examined curriculum. 

All students follow Everest Learning as part of their curriculum which 
focuses on the five strands; Active Minds, Healthy Bodies, Creative 
Confidence, Global CItizens and Future Ready. Everest has links with

 the various universities and businesses allowing students to experience different workplaces and learning 
environments throughout their time with us. We recognise the importance of the arts and sport in school 
and theses are exciting departments within the school. STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths) 
are a driving force for the school, celebrating STEM week with numerous activities taking place across the 
school. At Everest we believe in celebrating success and strongly believe that ‘success is an attitude’.

With lower than average class sizes and specialist teachers in every area we are proud to be one of the 
most improved schools in Hampshire with a recent Ofsted rating of ‘Good’. We provide a supportive yet 
vibrant environment through which we nurture confident, ambitious students who embrace community, 
tolerance and have high aspirations. We are committed to excellence in learning and teaching, and our 
priority as a school is to ensure our students achieve more than they thought possible. 

Our students are challenged to work harder than they ever have before to fully prepare them for the 
rigours of the new examination landscape. We offer a broad and balanced curriculum and as a school 
encourage each student’s particular abilities to ensure that no child slips through the net. The school’s 
ethos is simple - our students are at the heart of everything we do and we truly believe that every child can 
achieve. Success is an attitude. 

Myself and the staff are looking forward to welcoming the new year 7 students to Everest in September. 
I must stress that if you have any questions or concerns please contact Mrs Price, Head of Year 7.

Hannah Dibden - Head of School
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The English department consists of four dedicated teachers 
with a wide range of experience and skills. Each teacher 
has developed their own teaching style to aid the engaging 
learning environment that students experience on a daily 
basis as part of their lessons, and pride themselves on a 
positive enthusiastic and aspirational attitude to learning, 
encouraging students’ dedication to achieve. The English 
department also offers a range of extra-curricular activities, 
such as creative writing club and book club. We have a 
‘Word of the Week’ for the whole school and literacy 
challenges take place weekly during tutor time.

In the main school, all teaching groups are set according to 
ability and class sizes do not exceed 30, even at the higher 
end of the ability range. We work closely with local primary 
schools to develop schemes of work that will engage and 
challenge students from the outset, preparing them for both 
their national exams and skills necessary for life beyond 
school.

The recent change to the GCSE specification has led to an 
exciting time in the English department. With the revised 
exams, a new series of lessons has been introduced that 
incorporates both language and literature. The current 
government requirement for students to study modern
texts, 19th Century fiction and Shakespeare 
is also evident throughout students’ time 
at Everest fully equipping students with the 
skills required to succeed.

ENGLISH



MATHEMATICS
We have a suite of four mathematics classrooms and are fully 
staffed with subject specialists. The mathematics department 
pride themselves in delivering challenging lessons that 
encourage thinking mathematicians who can problem solve.

All students are taught in ability groups, including Year 7, which 
allows us to stretch the most able and consolidate the learning 
for those who find maths more challenging. We have schemes 
of work that prepare students for the new GCSE, students are 
tested formally at least twice every half term and their progress 
is carefully monitored against their KS2 results.

The maths team has worked hard with its students to raise their 
academic achievement and enjoyment of the subject. We have 
high expectations and enjoy working in partnership with our 
students and their parents to achieve their best possible result 
whatever the mathematical ability. 



The science department is extremely well 
resourced, supported by an experienced 
technician. We have five well equipped 
laboratories. 

The department consists of three full-time 
teachers and all teaching groups are set 
according to ability. All students in year 7 
and year 8 study the core principles in each 
of the three science disciplines. From year 
9, all students study the GCSE syllabus. The 
department offers two GCSE routes, combined 
science or triple science (biology, chemistry 
and physics).

Many students leave us to pursue careers or 
to go on to higher education where science 
qualifications are important.

SCIENCE



PERFORMING ARTS
It is the aim of the Performing Arts department at Everest 
Community Academy to provide a stimulating and exciting 
curriculum from within which students of all abilities can 
achieve their full potential. 

Performing Arts is a potent vehicle for communicating and 
learning with a combination of techniques that will provide 
students with a number of skills. Dance teaches skills about 
choreography, performance and appreciation of professional 
works. Students experience a range of dance styles and are 
encouraged to work collaboratively with their peers when 
creating new movement. 

The aims of the department are: 
• To develop students’ confidence when performing and 

working with others,
• To develop the students’ ability to communicate,
• To enable students to create collaboratively and 

meaningfully in all Performing Arts subjects,
• To develop the ability to observe and to recognise the 

importance of listening, moving and performing,
• To encourage an interest in the allied arts. GCSE dance and 

drama are offered as separate GCSE subjects. 

Both subjects are taught in a specialised studio with lighting, 
mirrors and sound. We put on an annual whole-school 
production and showcase the performing arts groups’ work. 
Students are taken on theatre trips and theatre career trips are 
available in KS4. 

Drama incorporates social skills, enabling students to gain confidence and awareness when 
dealing with other people, as well as building abilities to create new work and learn performance 
skills. It teaches students dramatic skills and theatrical techniques as well as the history of 
theatre around the world.



Everest offers both GCSE Computing and BTEC Digital 
Information Technology.

As well as delivering ICT through the curriculum, we have 
a full-time ICT teacher. ICT and computing are popular 
choice at KS4. It has many facets and pervades the whole 
curriculum. It is a highly motivating course and develops 
the knowledge and skills students need to be competent 
and informed ICT users and practitioners.

There are two dedicated ICT suites. In these rooms 
students are able to work on their own computers, which 
are equipped with laser and colour printers that allow the 
very best presentation of students’ work. Picture scanning, 
digital photography, email and internet facilities are also 
available.

Students can access the internet from all network stations 
in the ICT centre and all students have an email account 
set up for them. We have a virtual learning environment 
which allows students to access resources and course 
information from home via the internet.

We are committed to advancing the use 
of ICT: every classroom has an interactive 
whiteboard and every teacher has a laptop 
to aid teaching and learning in all subjects. 
Teachers’ email addresses are accessible 
from our website to allow you to contact 
tutors and subject teachers easily.

COMPUTING



HUMANITIES
HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY & RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONAL STUDIES

At Everest Community Academy we offer separate Geography, History and 
Religious Educational Studies in both key stages. The department has five 
dedicated Humanities classrooms, all with interactive whiteboards, and has 
3 full-time teachers. The department operates an open door policy for extra 
assistance with classwork or homework and is frequently busy at lunchtimes and 
after school. 

Geography KS4
The aim of the Geography department is to provide students with a broad and 
engaging curriculum that will inspire a love for the subject. In KS4 Geography is 
an option choice at GCSE, with fieldwork as an integral part of the subject.

Most students study a GCSE course in Geography at KS4. For GCSE, geography 
students study themes entitled ‘changing places, changing environments’ and 
‘environmental challenges’. The course follows the EDUQAS syllabus, which 
comprises of three exams. We also offer a GCSE related field trip.

History KS4
The aim of the History department is to provide students with a broad and 
engaging curriculum that will inspire a love for the subject. At GCSE, History will 
consist of four exams at the end of year 11, covering: A breadth study of the USA 
1929-2000, Germany in Transition 1919-1939, Medicine and The Elizabethan 
Age.

Religious Educational Studies
Religious Educational Studies is a core subject which comprises of units of 
work on the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Hinduism. The 
department includes a range of activities to suit students from all backgrounds 
and faiths. At GCSE level, RES follows the EDUQAS syllabus.



ART & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
The art department has a long history of success at Everest. Students feel part of a 
community and the art rooms are always full at lunchtimes and after school. Students 
are encouraged to set their own challenging targets and personalised learning is high 
on the agenda.

In the lower school, the department focuses on providing a creative experience for all 
individuals with an awareness of the diversity of abilities and cultures. Students study 
this subject for two lessons per fortnight.

The lessons followed by lower school students build on the excellent work being done 
by many of the feeder schools. During the two-year course students are taught in 
mixed ability groups.

Technology is taught via skills-based and integrated subject modules enabling the 
students to develop problem-solving skills crucial to design and technology. Examples 
of these include graphics, textiles and woodwork. Students utilise the full range 
of resistant and compliant materials. In year 8 these modules are developed and 
extended in order that all students may receive a full foundation helping them to 
make their choices from the KS4 courses available.



SPORT, HEALTH & NUTRITION
The Sport, Health and Nutrition faculty comprises of two 
subjects: PE and Health and Nutrition.

PE and sport have a high profile around the school. We have 
four members within the department and boast superb facilities 
including a sports hall, gymnasium, spacious changing rooms, PE 
computer suite and a floodlit multi-use games facility.

The PE department feels passionately about getting every child 
to fulfil their potential and we have an extensive programme 
of extra-curricular activities, both at lunchtime and after school 
with teams and clubs covering all the main sports.
We have very good links with the local sports clubs, which 
enables us to bring in professional coaches to deliver expert 
tuition in a number of different activities.

Health and Nutrition is taught to Key Stage 3 students once a 
week. During these lessons students are educated about the 
benefits of eating a healthy, balanced diet and are able to apply 
their knowledge through numerous practical cooking lessons. 
Hospitality and Catering is also offered as a GCSE.
PE is compulsory for all students at Key Stage 4, which includes a 
combination of theory and practical lessons.

The school has representatives in numerous teams and events at 
various levels.

At Key Stage 3 students receive three 
hours of Physical Education every week.

Activities taught in these lessons include:

• Football
• Basketball
• Netball
• Trampolining
• Athletics
• Rounders
• Netball
• Rugby
• Badminton
• Table Tennis
• Volleyball
• Cricket



Modern languages is taught by a team of two 
linguists. Teaching takes place in a suite of 
two rooms, both of which are equipped for 
French, German and Spanish language teaching. 
Each room is well equipped with technology 
including interactive whiteboards.

In KS3 all students will study either French, 
German or Spanish, depending on the year 
of intake. All students will then choose one 
language to continue at the end of year 8, with 
the option of studying two languages available 
for the more able students.

As part of the curriculum, the culture and life 
of France, Germany and Spain is taught to give 
students an insight on Europe.

Throughout the year the team organises visits 
and trips which are appropriate to language 
learning.

MODERN LANGUAGES



DUKE OF EDINBURGH
BUILDING CONFIDENCE
At Everest we give our students opportunities to develop courage and confidence. If young people can experience pride 
in trying something new, or in performing in front of an audience, they learn that by applying courage and confidence 
they can succeed in areas they did not imagine.

SPORT

CAMPING

CLIMBING

TRIPS

REPRESENTING THE SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
pushes students beyond their
comfort zones. It challenges
them to use resilience,
confidence, self-discipline and
courage. The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award has become
one of our most popular and
rewarding experiences.
Visit dofe.org for more details.



EVEREST LEARNING

Health Bodies
Active Minds
Creative Confidence
Global Citizens
Future Ready

At Everest we adopt a rounded view of education inspiring 
young people to be the best version of themselves. In order 
to do this they must be respectful, creative, mindful and be 
ready for their future. All students and staff follow Everest 
Learning, made up of 5 strands which encourage and nurture 
skills and knowledge to bring the best out of each individual 
student. We believe that practical and creative subjects 
support learning and are highly valued at Everest. 



HEALTHY

BODIES
Being active not only supports your physical well being but makes you feel 
better, look better and gets those endorphins going which are your ‘feel 
good’. Active Bodies promotes physical and nutritional health for all students 
at Everest. Being an active learner and taking part in physical activity allows 
you to be focussed, challenged and learn to work together as a team. Active 
Bodies is highlighted across the school from Performing Arts to PE. There is 
space in all subjects for you to be active. Physical health allows for growth, 
happiness and well- being. Let’s get moving Everest! 

“You have to expect things of yourself before you can do them.” 
Michael Jordan 



MINDS
Mental health is important at every stage of life, from childhood 
and adolescence through adulthood.

Mental health includes our emotional, psychological, and social 
well-being. It affects how we think, feel, and act. It also helps 
determine how we handle stress, relate to others and make 
choices. Active Minds highlights this and encourages you to be 
thoughtful and reflective on your actions, work and friendships. 
A healthy student is not only in the body but also in the mind.
 
“One of our greatest freedoms is how we react to things” 
Charlie Mackesy

ACTIVE



CREATIVE

CONFIDENCE
Creative Confidence is all about finding your creative passion, which does not have to be through art or performing arts. Creative Confidence is about being creative with 
your ideas and how you think about the wider world or a particular subject. Be creative with your thinking and your ideas! Creativity is a way of expressing yourself and 
allowing new directions for your work and your ideas. How do we challenge ourselves to be better? How can we look at things creatively and change our perceptions?

“Creativity is intelligence having fun!” 
Albert Einstein 



CITIZENS
Ever wondered about what happens on the other side of the 
world? What different countries have to offer? Heard another 
language and been interested in learning it? Being a citizen of 
Everest is a privilege but being a Global Citizen is even better! 
This wonderful planet has so much to offer and we must take 
time to appreciate and get to know it.
Understanding the world around us, the different cultures 
that each country has to offer will broaden your mind set and 
give you the opportunities to help make the world a better 
place through appreciation, acceptance and experiences. It 
is our mission to make the world safer and greener for future 
generations. 

“I am often asked what can people do to become a good global 
citizen? I reply that it begins in your own community” 
Kofi Annan

GLOBAL



FUTURE

READY
Future Ready promotes future careers, opportunities and experiences in all subjects across the school. You will be able to experience 
a range of job opportunities, visit companies and explore universities and the courses they have to offer. Future Ready opens doors 
to the world of work and study to expand horizons and put on you the path to success. Every career path is available to you but it 
is essential you understand the journey of how to get there. Knowledge and understanding of one’s future is essential in making 
aspirational life choices so being given opportunities is key. 

“You know, I don’t know what the future will bring, but I’m ready for whatever comes!” 
Sissy Spacek



STUDENT UNIFORM
All students in the main school (years 7-11) must wear the full school uniform. The uniform 
consists of a black blazer with school badge, black tailored trousers (no skinny trousers) or skirt, 
white shirt, tie and completely black leather shoes (no trainers). If girls would like to wear a 
school skirt this must be purchased from our uniform provider and cannot be bought at other 
shops. All items of school uniform including full PE kit are available from Stitch Design, our 
uniform stockist, who know exactly what is needed.

Click here to Order online

https://www.stitchdesign.co.uk/


SUPPORT
We will give you the support you need so that you settle into Year 7 quickly and start to 
thrive. Our dedicated Year 7 team will support and challenge you to get involved with the 
life of the school.

GUIDANCE &

Mrs Price
Head of Year 7

Mrs Price is our Head of Year 7. 
If you have any questions 
regarding your transistion.

Mrs Halstead
SENCO

Mrs Halstead is our SENCO 
supporting students with 

additional educational needs.

Mrs Hams
Pastoral & Safeguard Lead

Mrs Hams is Child protection 
officer

Induction Video
Meet the Head 
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EVEREST COMMUNITY

ACADEMY
Head of school: Mrs Hannah Dibden

Address:
Everest Community Academy
Oxford Way
Basingstoke
Hampshire
RG24 9UP

Telephone: 01256 465547
Email Address: info@everestcommunityacademy.org

Bourne Education Trust is based in Surrey and Hampshire, we 
deliver the very best educational experience for our pupils. We 
focus relentlessly on standards and guide, support and, where 
necessary, intervene to continuously improve our schools. The 
Trust is characterised by quality leadership and governance, 
teaching and learning and strong outcomes. We are efficient 
and cost-effective to free up resources for the front line. Our 
priority is our school.




