
 
 

 

Cultural Capital across the curriculum at Everest Community Academy 

“A golden thread which stitches a pathway to social mobility for all” 

Curriculum Area How does the subject contribute to cultural capital? 

Maths 
 

Personal development 
We cover the topics of money, compound interest to gain a better 
understanding of finances. All students require a 4 or above in maths as a pre-
requisite of further education so it is essential for all pupils. 
 
Social development 
We encourage reasoning with one another by using think, pair share. Students 
are also asked to give full explanations with reasons to back up their thinking. 
 
Physical development 
This is developed through dexterity & fine motor skills with equipment used in 
maths such as rulers, compasses, protractors.  
 
Spiritual development 
In the classroom, we ensure all pupils are respectful of each other’s views both 
mathematically and otherwise to create a culture of tolerance. 
 
Moral development 
We look at the misinformation in the media regarding data and the possible 
manipulation of such information. We also look at loans and the financial 
implications and what to look for in a genuine loan. 
 
Cultural development 
We look at currency of other countries by looking at exchange rates. We also 
look at mathematical methods from other countries such as the lattice 
method from China. We study topics from a variety of different 
mathematicians from a multitude of countries and cultures. 
 

English Personal development  
In English we support the personal development of the students through the 
development of critical thinking skills. Students are given opportunities for the 
development of speaking and listening skills in lessons.  We are also starting 
the accelerated reader program with Year 7 and using the immersive reader 
program to promote reading as part of homework tasks. 
 
Physical development  
Students have opportunities to read and respond to various texts related to 
topics of physical development and wellbeing such as texts about body image, 
healthy choices and poor choices and mental health. 
 
Spiritual development 
Students engage in texts and topics designed to explore different perspectives 
on spirituality such as life and death, religion and symbolism. We encourage 
students to think about changing and shifting attitudes across eras. 



 
 

 
Moral Development 
Schemes of work are designed to challenge students’ views on morality and 
observe the change throughout history of moral expectations. Students 
debate and respond to ‘controversial’ subject matter. 
 
Social development 
Our curriculum fosters opportunities to have debates, paired work and group 
work. Students have the chance to take on different roles within groups. The 
schemes of work give the students the ability to present themselves in an 
articulate manner, appreciate the perspectives of others and to empathise. 
  
Cultural development  
Students are given access to internal and external visits and trips including 
performances of set texts. Another place of cultural interest that we visit are 
museums. Reading clubs are being established with texts from a diverse range 
of cultural backgrounds in Year 9. 
  

Science Personal development 
We develop the student critical thinking skills by allowing them to form their 
own opinions on different scientific subjects, which will inspire them to 
develop a natural curiosity of the world around them. 
 
In the curriculum we cover areas including: 
- Genetics and inheritance. Where students learn about genes and how their 
genetics work. They also learn about how they inherit similar characterisations 
to their parents. 
- Human impact on the environment including climate change. 
- Health and nutrition and the importance of their personal diet and exercise 
regime. We also consider of unhealthy habits, such as smoking and alcohol 
consumption. 
 
Physical development  
We look at how different lifestyle choices can have a positive and negative 
affect in terms of everyday living and life expectancy. To support physical 
development in science we look at healthy eating and taking care of your 
bodies for example regular exercise, eating a balanced diet, not taking 
recreational drugs and maintaining a good health.  
 
We also discuss puberty in Year 7 and how our bodies change over time.  
 
Spiritual development  
In science we aim to merge scientific and spiritual ideas to further develop the 
student’s awareness of the impact this can have on their own beliefs and 
understanding. 
 
In the curriculum we cover areas including: 
 
- Reproduction and contraception, where their discussions might include 
personal and religious views. We teach about stem cells, where we look at 



 
 

advantages and disadvantages which include the potential for religious and 
cultural mistrust. 
- Genetic modification and vaccines. Where there we develop the students 
scientific understanding and allow them to develop their own opinions based 
on their personal beliefs. 
 
Moral Development  
Science can develop ethical and moral decision making, by looking at 
advancements in science and linking it to the consequences of its use. 
 
In the curriculum we cover areas including: 
 
- Diet and exercise, we teach the consequences of not keeping a healthy 
lifestyle 
- Renewable and non-renewable energy. E.g. The use of fossil fuels and the 
effects it has on our planet. We discuss renewable alternatives and look at the 
advantages and disadvantages of both types of energy source.  
- We teach about polymers and the use of plastics, focusing on the life cycle of 
the products we use and how each stage of development affects us. 
- We teach different manufacturing processes, such as the harbour process, in 
which we look at the production of ammonia as fertiliser and how the use of 
fertiliser can affect the food chain. 
 
Social development   
Using a range of scientific skills we develop the student’s ability to recognise 
their impact that their actions could have within their community and the 
wider society. We encourage students to develop their empathy and tolerance 
towards different viewpoints and to understand how science builds upon the 
knowledge of previous generations. 
 
In the curriculum we cover areas including: 
 
- STEAM Club and STEAM Week. We link science to all aspects if their learning 
experience. We look at how science fits into their everyday life. 
- Trips and visits. This enriches their understanding of the application of 
science in real world situations 
- Practical skills. This allows them to work with each other to help build their 
communication skills and empathy for one another. 
- We look at the government’s role in scientific legislation and regulations, for 
example clinical trials formulations. We look at government recommendation 
for diet and healthy living. We discuss and calculate energy efficiency and how 
electricity bills are calculated 
- We look at the development of how the atomic model is improved over time 
which allows to see how different scientist build on their predecessors’ 
knowledge. 
 
Cultural development  
We look at how scientists from different countries around the world have 
contributed to scientific development and understanding. To help students 
understand the importance of diverse viewpoints. 
 



 
 

In the curriculum we cover areas including: 
 
- Speciation and evolution. In these topics we look at the importance of 
genetic variation, and a how a diverse gene pool has allowed for successful 
evolution of species, and conversely have look at the reduction in genetic 
diversity can lead to extinction. 
- In conjunction with black history month we emphasise the impact that 
figures form minority backgrounds have had and continue to have on scientific 
advancements. 
- Collaboration of scientist throughout history has resulted in the complete 
periodic table. 
 

History Personal development  
In history students are asked to do several presentations. One excellent 
example is the Jack the Ripper unit where they work individually and 
collectively to present an authentic Jack the Ripper tour. GCSE presents the 
opportunity to develop their skills on a Case Study for the Crime and 
Punishment unit. This requires additional research skills.  
 
Social Development  
History presents many opportunities to put forward opinions about topical 
issues happening in the world today. This links to our belief that everything we 
teach is only worthwhile if we can link it to what is happening in the world 
today. This allows students to engage in passionate debates and to appreciate 
and accept that we must be tolerant and respectable of one another.  
 
Physical development  
We visit the array of amazing historical sights both on our doorstep and 
slightly further afield. These could include Winchester, Stonehenge, Salisbury, 
and London.  
 
Spiritual Development  
We look in detail at the role religion has played in society alongside 
superstition. Our studies at GCSE of Elizabeth I allow students to appreciate 
the formation of the present-day Church of England. We also look at how 
religion was challenged by political systems such as communism and fascism.  
 
Moral Development 
Morally, we afford students the opportunity to look at democracy V 
dictatorship. We look at how this affects people’s freedom of choice both 
latterly and presently. This coincides with our study of Capitalism V 
Communism and how this affects society; again, this is shown in our unit on 
the Cold War and the unit on the development of China.  
 
Cultural Development  
Our unit on the British Empire challenges the notion of Britishness and what it 
meant under the Empire and what the legacy is today. Our unit on the Slave 
Trade looks at this further as we discuss African Culture before the onset of 
the Slavery. Our study of Women’s Suffrage helps students appreciate the 
issue of class in Britain. 
 



 
 

Geography Personal development  
In Geography, pupils have the opportunity to develop their speaking and 
listening skills in lessons. They also have a variety of case study which develops 
their written communication skills.  
 
Social development  
There are several opportunities where pupils get to share ideas and listen to 
each other’s viewpoints.  
 
Physical development  
Pupils have a variety of opportunities to act out a variety of coastal and river 
processes in lessons. Pupils undertake Fieldwork in Year 10 to river or coastal 
landscapes as well as urban environments.  
 
Spiritual development  
Pupils get to discuss the theory of how the planet was formed in relation to 
plate tectonics. Topics discussed such as sustainable tourism which allows 
students to consider how their actions impact on the planet.  
 
Moral development  
 
Pupils develop their understanding by learning how people live in countries 
which have different levels of economic wealth. They learn to be empathetic 
to people who live in harsh environments such as tectonic and weather 
hazards. They also learn how trade is unfair globally and that Aid can have 
negative consequences.  
 
Cultural development 
Pupils have the opportunity to learn about different cultures in a variety of 
countries, which helps to teach them about multicultural societies and allows 
them to have an appreciation of differences. This gives them an insight into 
how countries are governed, for example democratic and dictatorships. 
 

RE Personal development  
Pupil’s gain an insight to own beliefs and ideas and have a better 
understanding on other viewpoints and beliefs. 
 
Social development  
There are several opportunities where pupils get to share ideas and listen to 
each other’s viewpoints.  
 
Physical development  
Pupil’s may practice different worship practices.  
 
Spiritual development  
Pupils can explore different spiritual questions. They can decide how they 
think the planet was created through the creation story.  
 
Moral development  
Pupils gain an insight into different ethical and moral scenarios through 
Human Rights and Crime & Punishment.  



 
 

 
Cultural development  
Pupils gain an understanding of a variety of different cultures and religions 
which will provide an explanation to why people live differently. 

SHN Personal development 

We incorporate key skills in lessons such as communication, teamwork, 

problem solving personal hygiene, organisational skills, self and peer 

assessment to identify and coach strengths and weaknesses. 

 

Social development  

In PE students work in teams and participate in extracurricular clubs. By giving 

the students a role such as leadership, coach and umpires they develop their 

social skills.  

 

Physical development 

We focus on eating healthily and being active in order to develop physically. By 

looking at physical, mental and social health we can look at how they impact 

each other and use resources such as the ‘Eatwell Guide’ to support it.  

 

Spiritual development 

We focus on mindfulness and encourage students to be positive whilst being 

stretched and challenged and allowing time to reflect on strengths and 

weaknesses.   

 

Moral development 

We focus on healthy lifestyle across all three strands when competing, identify 

the difference between right and wrong and resolving issues when 

experiences injustice. Pupils are challenged to identify ethical and moral 

issues.  

 

Cultural development 

We link schemes of work to the Everest Learning strand of globalisation. This is 

through various topics such as world school dinners, national sports, 

recognising the differences between male and female roles within sports and 

different levels. Students discuss how culture can affect choices students 

make. 

 

Art Personal development  
In art students gain an understanding of themselves and the world around us.  
Students explore ideas that are important to them and others gaining an 
appreciation of the way in which different individuals interpret the visual 
world. In KS3 and KS4, students are encouraged to have a personal response 
to the tasks they are set and show creativity within the success criteria. In year 
10-11, students complete a project on identity, which gives students the 
opportunity to understand more about themselves and express their 
individuality. 
 
Social development 



 
 

Students are encouraged to work collaboratively, sharing ideas and gaining 
inspiration from each other.  They are encouraged to discuss their ideas and 
critically analyse the work of peers and artists to form their own opinions and 
beliefs. Students are given greater opportunities to develop peer and self-
assessment through discussion and the provision of student friendly 
vocabulary and mark schemes.  We are currently developing “lead learners” 
who can contribute their expertise and skill to benefit other class members 
who need help.      
 
Physical development 
The exploration of different materials and the use of tools within these 
mediums develops students’ dexterity and coordination skills.  They gain an 
appreciation of spatial awareness and depth of field. In both KS3 and KS4, 
students can use traditional art mediums such as pencil and paint or 3D 
mediums such as clay. This variety gives students the chance to gain fine 
motor skills and be expressive; coordinating their mind and body. 
 
Spiritual development 
Students explore a wide variety of ideas that link to spirituality and consider 
the role of art in the interpretation of religious beliefs and ideologies.      
 
Moral development 
Students consider why art is created and how it is often a reaction to historical 
events, beliefs, cultural change, emotions and religion.  They gain an 
understanding of how important issues have been portrayed and discussed 
which in turn influences their own judgements.      
 
Cultural development  
Schemes of work cover many different cultural influences including the ‘Green 
Man’ (Yr 7) ‘Pop and celebrity culture’ (Yr8) ‘Aboriginal art’, ‘Celtic knot 
designs’ (Yr9) ‘Oceanic art’ (Yr 10) and ‘Identity art’ (Yr 11).   
 
 
 

DT Personal development 
In KS3, students are immersed with the possibilities that come from design 
technology. From understanding the design stages, all the way to completing a 
project, students can develop their understanding of processes. In lessons, 
students are regularly shown different careers relating to design technology, 
acting to inspire and motivate students in their personal development. 
 
Social development 
In design technology, students must work together during practical lessons to 
ensure a safe working environment. It is important for students to understand 
their role in the classroom during these activities and be aware of their peers 
working around them.  
 
Physical development 
Students explore different tools and have the chance to use different wasting 
processes in practical lessons. This builds their confidence using tools and 



 
 

being aware of how to use them. In KS3, students can use both hand tools and 
machines; giving them different results and experiences. 
 
Spiritual development 
Technology is discussed in terms of how it can help improve humanity and 
solve important issues affecting our day to day lives.   
 
Moral development 
Students consider the moral and ethical development of new technologies.  
They consider sustainability and how as human beings we can help reduce our 
carbon footprint and help reduce the negative impact on the environment.   
 
Cultural development 
Students gain and understanding of how technologies have developed over 
time, and the way in which they are utilised in the present day. In KS3, 
students learn about designers and companies such as UK-based Dyson, and 
how they create products to a specification and need.  
 
 

Computing and 
ICT 

Personal and Physical Development 

In computing the students are taught how to use the internet safely and 

protect their personal details.  They learn how to be savvy using online sites. 

They are taught how to be vigilant and report any suspicious activities. We 

have embedded in curriculum how the data should be backed up and 

retrieved safely as with an increased dependency in IT, it could be a major 

issue if the data is lost. The students learn how to use computers in everyday 

life following health and safety procedures. The scheme of work supports any 

skills gaps in their knowledge. We have resources helping students to be ready 

for the future using their IT skills. They learn how to plan, organise, design and 

run projects independently.  

 

Moral and Social Development 

The students recognise right and wrong and to respect the law when using the 

internet and computers.  

 

They are taught clear guidelines about the ethical use of the internet and how 

we keep ourselves and others safe e.g. discussing the moral and social 

implications of cyber-bullying consequences. 

  

To embed moral development, we teach how to be responsible using 

confidential data, learning more about hacking, identity theft, viruses, internet 

security, computer misuse act, cyber bullying issues and data protection act.  

 

Linking to Everest learning they learn that we all have responsibility to look 

after our environment and to be conscious about being paperless where 

possible and our carbon footprint.  The students learn any computer should be 

recycled following the government health and safety regulations.  

 

Cultural Development  



 
 

The students understand how the technology has enhanced their learning and 

connected them with the rest of the world. They appreciate the challenges 

that they may experience and are fully equipped to overcome these 

challenges. Not all countries have developed technology and we explore how 

the this can impact the skills and lifestyle of these countries and their culture. 

MFL Personal development 
In MFL students learn how to give and justify own opinions in the target 

language by providing them with a variety of vocabulary. We enhance their 

speaking and listening skills and discuss personal interests in topics for 

examples hobbies. 

 
Social development 
Students continually develop socially in MFL as we are continuously 

communicating in their target language through asking questions, listening to 

others and responding to questions. Students learn how to effectively 

communicate with different people. 

 

 
Physical development 
Physical development is looked at in topics such as sports and healthy eating,  

 
Spiritual development 
In MFL we look at popular festivals in other countries as well as different 

beliefs in different countries by comparing/contrasting, giving and justifying 

opinions 

 
Moral development 
Students look at a host of global issues in their target language and how to 

make the world a better place. Topics such as environment and voluntary 

work provide opportunities for this.  

 
Cultural development  
By comparing target language cultures to UK culture, we can explore different 

cultural conventions as well as cultural differences. 

 

Performing arts Personal development 
In performing arts students regularly reflect on their own work and the work 
of their peers or professionals from the world of performing arts. This 
encourages skills of evaluation and self-assessment and the process of giving 
and receiving feedback. Performing arts lessons always include elements of 
group or collaborative work, meaning students develop teamwork and 
leadership skills, such as communication, time management, problem solving, 
organisation, confidence and creativity. 
  
Social development 
Performing arts lessons always include elements of group or collaborative 
work, meaning students develop teamwork and leadership skills, such as 
communication, time management, problem solving, organisation, confidence 
and creativity. Students in performing arts lesson regularly have to verbalise 
creative or conceptual ideas, which means they are encouraged to 



 
 

communicate effectively and analyse their own and others’ ideas. They are 
also encouraged to develop their oracy and vocabulary in order to ensure 
others understand them.  
 
Physical development 
In dance, physical development is embedded in the subject, with practical 
work taking place in almost all lesson (exceptions are only KS4 theory lessons 
for GCSE Dance). Students understand how to use their bodies for a variety of 
dance styles. Safe practice is embedded in all lessons, including in depth at KS4 
as part of the GCSE Dance theory work, where students study safe dance 
practice, health and nutrition and elements of anatomy and injury recovery. At 
KS4 physical development is also embedded theoretically where students 
study skills required for dance under 4 key headings; technical skills, mental 
skills, physical skills and expressive skills.  
 
In drama, students engage in practical work in almost all lesson (exceptions 
are only KS4 theory lessons for GCSE Drama). As part of their practical work, 
pupils are taught about safe practice in themselves, their working 
environment and in terms of technical drama equipment such as props or 
lighting. A key element students' study at KS3 and KS4 is physical theatre and, 
within this, students also study safe practice.  
 
In music, students are taught how to safely and effectively use instruments.  
 
Spiritual development 
The mental approach to performing arts forms a large part of the curriculum, 
focussing on how to mentally approach a task having a growth/positive 
mindset in face of challenges.  
 
Throughout the performing arts curriculum, students study art from a wide 
variety of cultural and historical backgrounds. Thus, encouraging them to 
explore performing arts from a variety of faiths, countries and religions.  
 
Moral development 
The performing arts curriculum encourages students to explore, discuss and 
evaluate how or why performing art work is created. Therefore, they can 
determine the backgrounds of artists and the stimuli for their work. This often 
involves topic of discussion around morals and right or wrong.  
 
Cultural development 
Throughout the performing arts curriculum, students study art from a wide 
variety of cultural and historical backgrounds as well as a wealth of 
practitioners. As a result, students experience performing arts from a variety 
of genders, identities, faiths, time periods and countries, giving them a global 
view of performing arts. This comes from both a present/current and historical 
perspective.  
 

Business Personal development 
Pupils are constantly asked to relate the specification topics to a real-life 
context. The beauty of business studies as a course is it is all relatable to a 



 
 

real-life setting and students are a such encouraged to link to examples and 
drawn on their own experiences.  
Students are exposed to the labour market and are able to make links and 
connections to how business have changed over time. 
Theme 1 of the Business course focusses on the entrepreneur and looks at the 
personal qualities required to successful in this field. 
 
Social development 
Students participate in group discussions every lesson and complete 
presentations are part of some summative assessments throughout the 
course.  
One unit during the 3-year course asks students to design and implement a 
small business. This is completed in small groups and encourages teamwork 
and corporation as well as asking students to interact with other year groups 
and staff to successfully sell their product.  
 
Physical development 
Students gain an appreciation for the physical demands of starting and running 
a business as well as gain insight into the health and fitness industry. Students 
need an understanding of this area in order to understand the changing 
market and how it impacts of business success.  
 
Moral development 
A topic from theme 2 explores the ethical and moral reasonings in making 
business decisions. Students gain an insight into how businesses can be more 
eco-friendly and how they treat their workers and what impact this has on the 
success of a business. Students study the balance between a business making 
profit vs being a moral company. 
 
Cultural development 
Students explore business in the UK as well as the global market. Students gain 
an appreciation how business are impacted by different cultures and the 
wants and needs of customers in different countries.  
For examples, pupils look at a global business like McDonald’s and how they 
might change their advertisement or products/menu to suit the country they 
are selling to.  
 

 

  

 


