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3rd April 2020  

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Qualifications and holiday activities 

 

I hope that you are all well and settling into a suitable routine at home. I would like to thank you for your support 

over the last two weeks; we have seen really good engagement from your children as they complete the work 

that has been set for them.  

 

The Department of Education has today announced its plans for the GCSE, A level and Btec grading. You will find 

the information from Ofqual on the school website. There a parent guide and a student letter from the 

Government on our website under the Covid-19 tab. We will keep you up to date regarding how and when 

students will receive their final grades.  

 

Also on our website there is a link to mental well-being for students which may be useful during this time. 

 

The scheduled Spring holiday starts on Monday for the next two weeks. As a result, there will be a reduction in 

the communication from school but you can expect regular updates of any significant information relating to 

Coronavirus. If your son/daughter has not completed the work set for the past 2 weeks please encourage 

them to work on this during the break only if you think it is necessary. It is important that the students have a 

break from work too.  

If you have an emergency and need to contact the school, please email a member of our safeguarding team: 

Mrs Hams- chams@everestcommunityacademy.org  

Mr Daniels- odaniels@everestcommunityacademy.org  

Mr Murray- smurray@everestcommunityacademy.org  

Mrs Dibden- hdibden@everestcommunityacademy.org  

The holiday is an excellent opportunity to engage in some online, virtual academic enrichment. With the 

Coronavirus crisis, many universities, educational and cultural providers are adapting their content to the 

internet and providing it for free.  

 

 

Please find below an outline of some of things that might challenge and inspire your children this Easter.  

 

iDEA.org.uk  

This is an excellent website with wide-ranging academic courses available via the Inspiring Digital Enterprise 

Award website – iDEA.org.uk  
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Virtual Museums and Galleries  

Many galleries and museums, from the British Museum to the Musee D’Orsay, have put their collections online 

and for free during the crisis. For a list of the Guardian’s top ten choices please read the article here.  

 

BBC Bitesize  

BBC Bitesize is updating its age specific content every day during the Coronavirus crisis. For subject specific 

resources for key stage 3 please visit here and for GCSE resources please visit here.  

 

Audible  

The audio book provider, Audible, has made all of its children’s fiction content free to access whilst schools are 

closed. To access and browse the 100s of titles available visit this link.  

 

Massolit  

Massolit, the well-respected online provider of lectures and courses, has made all of their content available for 

free during this crisis. There are a wide variety of courses available across six core subject areas – Politics, 

Psychology, Classics and Ancient History, Philosophy, English Literature and History. The courses are primarily 

pitched at A-Level standard but are also definitely suitable for GCSE students also. They will be particularly 

beneficial for those students intending to go to sixth form or university respectively. Access the site here. 

 

Live streaming of the world’s finest orchestras 

With many orchestras not allowed to play in concert, they are instead producing live streamed concerts 

online. From the Berlin Philharmonic to the Royal Opera House, Classic FM has brought together all the major 

providers on one webpage.  

 

Learn a language for free with Rosetta Stone  

Whilst the Coronavirus crisis continues, MFL provider Rosetta Stone have made their courses available to school 

children for free for three months. The offer includes 22 different languages – access the courses by clicking 

here.  

 

Culture in Quarantine  

This month the BBC announced it is going to enter in to partnership with a wide number of providers, including 

the Royal Shakespeare Company to live broadcast a range of plays, shows, literary comment and exhibitions. 

Whilst the schedule is still being decided you can find an overview what is going to be on here.  

 

Opportunities suitable for sixth form - virtual campus tours  

With students unable to visit prospective universities and campuses this spring and summer it is possible to at 

least take a virtual guided tour of a university via the UCAS website.  
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MOOCs at Future Learn  

MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) are a well-established method of remote learning. With many different 

platforms available connecting hundreds of universities and professionals from across the globe with potential 

students and all for free. Our favoured platform is Future Learn a website provided by The Open University and 

The SEEK Group and in partnership with nearly all Russell Group universities in the UK. Courses vary across all 

aspects of academia, last from anywhere between two and ten weeks and are principally aimed at sixth form 

and undergraduate level.  

 

Essay competitions  

There are a huge range of academic essays and competitions hosted by our major universities and professional 

bodies – they are easily found via Google – for sixth form students. Of particular note are those ones run by 

Libra Education. It has a  general competition and subject specific ones too. 

 

I hope that this has given you a taster of what is currently on offer and some helpful links to support and enhance 

your child’s learning. Your child might find it helpful to construct a timetable over the Easter break based on the 

activities or courses they would like to prioritise. One way to do this is with the Timetable App in Google Play or 

Class Timetable in the App Store.  

 

We will be re-starting our current offer at the start of the summer term but in the meantime, I hope you enjoy 

the Easter break. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Mrs H Dibden 
Head of School 
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