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22/5/2020  
 
 
 

Year 10 – Phased School Return  
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I am writing to outline the process by which we are going to organise our phased return to school for 

year 10. I apologise that this letter is detailed but making sure that we do this in a safe and controlled 

way is complicated. We are being guided by the Bourne Education Trust and all schools are adopting 

the same model. Along with this the plans have been devised in discussion with all Headteachers and 

Principals from Basingstoke and Deane Secondary Schools.  Although there are some differences in 

the details of each school's plan due to the individual restrictions of each school community's setting, 

all have been made with the core purpose that we will do all that we can to support our students, 

without ever compromising their safety.   

 

As you know, the Department for Education (DfE) is continuing its plans to start the wider opening of 

schools from 1 June. They have stated that an announcement from the Government will be made 

during half term as to whether or not it will be safe to open schools from this date. We will have to 

assume that the Government will say that it is safe enough for schools to begin the phase of re-opening 

– if a different announcement is made then I will communicate to you then. 

 

The Prime Minister has outlined some basic principles around which we have based our planning: 

 From (not on) 1st June secondary schools should prepare to begin some face to face contact 

with year 10 and 12 pupils who have key exams next year, in support of their continued, 

remote, home learning 

 All other year groups will return in September. 

 

To implement this strategy, we will be opening Everest in a controlled and measured way as follows: 

 

1. Home schooling support will continue for the remainder of the academic year. Please see 

below for information regarding ‘Everest Online’. This will now take place at Everest beginning 

on Monday 1st June 

2. Wednesday 10th June: Year 10 face to face sessions to begin. 
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At this stage I want to be very clear that if parents have not completed the online survey to state 

that their child will be returning to school we are not expecting them into school. I am sure you can 

imagine the level of organisation this has taken so we will not be able to accommodate students 

arriving at school on an ad-hoc basis.  

Everest will be open for 2 ‘schools’ as stated above. These ‘schools’ will operate in isolated parts of 

the building with staff and students from each not coming into contact with each other.   

We understand that some of you will be anxious about your child returning to school. In order to 

minimise the risks of returning to school we are reducing class sizes in accordance with Government 

guidelines: 

 

 Secondary cohort sizes: Years 10, 15 pupils if in a classroom; cohort sizes can be larger 

provided physical space allows e.g. hall. 

 

In terms of personal protective equipment (PPE) the Government and Public Health England do not 

recommend pupils or staff wearing a face covering or masks, but they can if they wish and will not be 

prevented from doing so. Changing habits, cleaning and hygiene are effective measures in controlling 

the spread of the virus. Furthermore, school uniform is expected to be worn for the remainder of this 

term for year 10. White school shirt, tie and black trousers should be worn. If students have grown 

out of their school shoes they are allowed to wear dark trainers. It is essential that all clothes are 

washed as soon as students arrive home and fresh, clean clothes are worn each time students enter 

the building. This is the case for all students attending school.  

 

With that in mind, we are introducing strict social distancing measures and new routes around the 

school to avoid pupils meeting each other unnecessarily. Pupils who deliberately and continuously fail 

to follow social distancing guidance will be sent home immediately and will be expected to continue 

with remote home learning for the rest of the summer term. 

 

The school will run to a revised timetable to enable safe entry to and exit from the site and enable 

regular and rigorous cleaning. Year 10 will be split into 10 groups and each group will receive one face 

to face session per week in the main hall or dance studio. Each session will last 90 minutes and the 

focus will be on well-being for the first 15 minutes followed by lessons in the core subject areas. The 

timings of the sessions have been scheduled to avoid peak travel.  

 

The morning session will start at 10am and finish at 11.30am with the afternoon one starting at 1pm 

and finishing at 2.30pm. Students should arrive to school, waiting outside of the main entrance by 10 

minutes before their session begins and leave as soon as the session ends. There will be specific 

allocated toilets for year 10 students which will be different to the key worker school.  

 

After half term parents will receive a letter with a group number for your child specifically listing the 

times for them to come into school each week. These times and days will not change for example 
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Group 1, Monday 10-11.30 every week. Teachers will be on rotation ensuring different lessons each 

week your child attends school.  

 

Parents and carers should note that there will be no catering provision available, so pupils will have to 

bring in their own refreshments if required. It is important to note that all water fountains in the school 

will be turned off for hygiene reasons so pupils must bring enough to drink throughout their sessions. 

Where relevant, Free School Meal vouchers will continue to be provided. Parents will be contacted 

WB 1st June with an allocated day and time slot. 

 

As you know, we usually encourage parents and carers to come on-site and interact with the staff. 

Sadly, this can no longer apply. Parents and carers will not be allowed entry to the school buildings for 

the foreseeable future without an appointment, which should only be in an emergency and this will 

be done over the phone.  

 

 

Everest Online  

 

Away from the school site, our aim now is to provide remote learning, which is interactive but also 

supports the constraints of family life in our community. Everest Online is available to all year 10 who 

are attending school or not. Our expectation is that students continue to work online throughout the 

working week, factoring in their time at school. Having looked closely at our provision I am delighted 

to inform you of our new approach. ‘Everest Online’ will launch on June 1st in replacement of the home 

learning packs. 

 

Everest Online consists of interactive PowerPoints, which include voice commentary from your child’s 

teachers. All lessons follow the same clear format in an attempt to develop parental support when 

learning from home. All lessons follow a timetable (shown below) and will be sent to your child’s 

school email account at 8am on the indicated day. You will also note that we have introduced 

assemblies for your child to listen to and tutor activities that the whole family can contribute to. We 

hope that by taking this approach we can continue to support learning from home but also provide a 

structure for our families to follow which is not overwhelming. 

 

Year 10 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Assembly 
English 

 

Maths Tutor 
Science 

English Maths 

Science  Art  
Dance  
Food Tech 

RS PE & Health  3D Design  
Drama 
Computing 
Triple Science 
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For those families that have previously indicated that access to online materials is difficult in your 

home we would like to continue to provide your child with some paper based home learning. Home 

learning packs have will consist of student friendly work booklets for English, Maths and Science. 

Additionally, a series of paper-based tasks from all other subjects will be provided. Packs of work will 

be available for collection from the schools reception on Wednesday 3rd June. 

 

I want to take this opportunity to reassure you that support from teachers will still be available 

through the normal channels. Students who have any issues accessing online lessons or home learning 

can contact their form tutor for additional support.  

 

I cannot stress enough the importance of personal hygiene and awareness at this time to ensure the 

safety of staff, parents and our local community.  

 

Finally, I wish you all a safe and enjoyable half term holiday. Thank you for your ongoing support with 

your child’s education during this uncertain time. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs H Dibden 

Head of School 
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