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16th March 2021 
 

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
COVID Home Testing Kits  
 
We have been instructed by the Department for Education to facilitate home testing within our local 
community. To support the fight against the spread of Covid 19 we are providing all students and staff 
with a home testing kit. I am writing to you to set out the reasons for home testing and the process 
that I hope all students and families will follow in the coming weeks. 
 
Testing is important because put simply, your child could be carrying the virus and may spread it to 
others. Testing all students of secondary age without symptoms will support the education sector and 
allow our school to continue to operate. 
 
The Lateral Flow Testing kits, which all students are being provided with, is a simple and quick test 
that should be carried out twice a week. Testing twice weekly will help to break chains of transmission. 
Each testing kit comes with simple instructions for you and your child to follow. Please be aware that 
these tests should only be used by the student they are assigned to, not other members of your 
household. Equally, testing at home is not compulsory and students should still attend school as 
normal if they are not tested. The success of the testing roll out in our community depends on levels 
of participation and getting as many students to test as possible. 
 
Logistically, we have set out some clear guidelines for parents to follow and these are shown in the 
table below; please take the time to read them carefully: 
 

Question  Response  

When will students receive 
their testing kits? 

Students will be handed there testing kit to take home at the end of 
the day on Friday 19th March. If you child is absent on this day, a kit 
will be posted home. 
 

How are we educating 
students on testing? 

Students will attend a 20-minute end of day tutor session on Friday 
19th to learn about the reasons for testing and to collect their home 
testing kit. 
 

How often should students 
test at home? 

Students should test twice weekly. As a school, we have decided to 
fix our testing days. Students should test on: 
 Sunday evening/Monday morning ready to come into school 
 Wednesday evening/Thursday morning before come school 
*We recommend that once tested students do not leave the house 
and risk catching/spreading the virus. 
 

Is there additional support 
available for home testing?  

All test kits come with detailed guidance on how to complete the 
test. There is also video guidance on YouTube and an information 
poster attached to this letter.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ
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Where do I log the results 
of the test? 

All test results (positive or negative) should be logged on the 
government track and trace website. 
It is the parent’s responsibility to ensure that this happens for every 
test.  
 

When should I notify the 
school of a test result? 

Please only notify us if the result of the test is positive by contacting 
the schools reception. We will also send out reminders to parents 
on which days students should be taking tests at home. 
 

Are the tests compulsory? 
 

The tests are not compulsory. 
By taking the test you will have read and agreed on the privacy 
notice and instructions for use set out in the home test kit. 

 
I am sure you will all agree that the introduction of home testing for our students is huge stride 
forward as we attempt to return to normality over the coming months. If you have, any questions 
about the home testing process please complete the ‘Home Testing Query Form’ and we will aim to 
respond within 24 hours. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr P Grills 
Head of School 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScp-maWkGDHile_Sx_eoPc5gQUMei0dzBnkL2lvqnZgfXaalw/viewform?usp=pp_url

